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VATOR. 


The Obfervator awd Country-man’s Difcourfe about the Feafiblene{s and Profit that would accrue to 
us by invading France from the Channel, or at leaft by ravaging their Coafts, and harafing their 
Troops with a Squadron of Men of War, and a competent Land Force on Board. This prov’d by Hi- 
frorical Inflances, and the Opinion of fome of our Greatep Men. 
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From Cdlednesday, December 17. to Saturday, December 20. 1707. 





Cuuntryom. \7 OU told me laft Time, Mafter, that 
' the late Duke of Schomberg advis'd 
King William to manage the War againit France 
chielly by Sea ; and that Major Wildman did the 
jike: Can you tell me any of the Reafons they 
alledg’d for it ? 

Obf. Yes, Roger, 1 was inform’d the Duke told 
the King, that to attack France by way. of Flanders, 
where they had fuch numerous and {trong Garri- 
fons, was juft as if thofe who dclighted in Bull- 
baiting, fhould play their Dogs at the Bull’s Horns, 
which was the ready Way to have the Dogs kill’d, 
or made lame, without doing much Hurt to the 
Bull ; Whereis thofe who pretended to any Skill 
in that Sport, always play‘d their Dogs at the Bull’s 
Nofe, Throat, Heels, Sides, or fome other Part in 
which he cou'd be moft fenfibly wounded, and 
was leaft capable of Defence. 

Comntry-™. pretty Compatifon! upon my 
Countiy Word, Mafter; but pray make it plain 
to me, how it is anplicable ? 

Obf. That’s but too plain, Roger, from Experi- 
ence: The French King, wheu we made War upon 
him in Flanders, got us upon his Horms. with a 
Witnefs, and gave us and our Allies, the Datch, 
confounded Toffes at the Battels of Flerus, Steen- 
tirk, and Landen, befides the Campaigns we {pent 
in attacking wall’d Towns, to little Purpofe, which 
kept us at a Diftance, as the Bull’s Horns do the 
Dogs: And Iam fatisfy’d, Roger, any Man, who 
compares King Wiliam’s Declaration of War with 
the Treaty of Ryfwick, will foon be convine'd, that 
we made but very poor Earnings of all that tedious 
and expenfive Land-War during his Reign. Where- 
as it appear'd then very plainly, what we were ca- 
pable of doing by Sea, from the Defeat we gave 
the French King’s Fleet itr the Channel, under the 
Conduct of Admiral Raffel, and the Damages done 
by that fame Admiral to his Coafting-Veflels af- 
terwards. 

Country-m. “Tis plain enough to me, Matter, that 
we might have annoy’d the French more by Sea, 
than by a Land-War ; but there lies an Objection 
again{t what you fay, from its not having been put 
m Praétice ; eerie ine Men alledge, that it 
1s not to be done; otherwife it would have been 
attempted in King William’s Reigh ; and 1 know 
we have a Set of People, that will rail at you for 
fo much as hinting, that he was capable of any 
Miftakp or Failure. 3 57% 

Obj. 1 can’t help that, Roger; nor do I value it: 


Truth, and the Intereft of Great Britain, and not. 


tion, or the Whinfies of any Party, ought to 
gur Rule, I have as great a Veneration for that 
Prince’s Memoty, and am as fenfible of the great 
iverance God wrought by him for thefe Nati- 
Ons, as any Man ; but cannot at the fame Time 

unjult to my Country, as to think he might 
fot liave done a great deal more, had he been ftea- 
dy in his Meafuares, lefs humourlome, and his Heart 
entirely. Britifh. He was a Native of another Coun- 
try, whofe Intereft, eipecially in Naval-Affairs, 
makes them naturally jealous of the Increafe of our 
Naval Glory, or Shipping; and I think it evident, 


a 





from the whole Cousfe of that Was, that there was/a Squadton with fuch a 


more Care taken to get and preferve a Frontier for 
them; than of any particular Thing relating to us, 
except the effecting of the Revolution ; but I know 


ter'd now, efpecially confidering, that by the Bat- 
tel of Ramellies, the Dutch have been fecur’d of a 
ay. good Frontier, 

ountry-m, Pray, Mafter, give me an Inftance to 
prove, that invading and annoying France from 
the Channel, is practicable ? 

Obj. 1 wonder, Roger, that any Man, who has 
read or heard any Thing of Englifh Hiltory, thould 
propofe fuch a Thing ; but I know you do it more 
for the Satisfa¢tion of oihers, than that you doubt 
of it your Self ; therefore I fhall give youa few In- 
ftances. King Henry the Vi in 1415. landed be- 
twixt Honflear and Harfleur with 1500 Ships, ha- 
ving 30000 Men on Board, took Harfi:ur, and ra- 
vagd that part of the Country, where he had: no 
Place of Arms or Retreat, more than we have now; 
till he made himfelf Matter of Hurfleur; after 
which he gave the French that memorable Defcat at 
Agincourt. And mn 1416. the Duke of Bedford, 
Lord Admiral for his Brother, defeated the French 
Fleet in the Channcl. In 1417, the King fent a 
Squadron to {cour the Channel, where they defest- 
ed the French Men of War that defign’d to have 
opposd the King’s Landing ; after which, his Ma- 
jelty landed with 1500 Sail, and an Army of a- 
beve 25000 Men, in the Face, of the French who 
oppos’d hun, and took fevera! of theit Towns and 
Caftles. Next Year above 15000 Recruits arriv’d 
to his Affiftance from Evgland, when Roan was o- 
blig’d to furrender to him. 

In King Henry the VII's Reign, 4n. 1512, Sir 
Edward Howard, Lord Admiral,landedin Berthram 
Bay in Brittany, with 20 great Ships, and took a Bul- 
work from the Britains, enter’d feven Miles intothe 
Country ; and having ravag'd the fame, return’d to 
his Ships. Soon after, our Fleet defeated the French 
Navy in the Channel, and fcouring their Coatt, took 
and burnt many of their Ships. ty 

Country-m. Thoie Inttances make it plain enough, 





Mafter, that we are capable of invading or annoy- 





ing the French from thé Channel, 

OLf. Plain enough, Roger, to thofe who hate not 
a Mind to difpute every Thing that does not {uit 
with their Humour or private Views: And l amal- 


with Tranfports, iufhcient to carry 19 or 12000 
Land-men, might fo harrafs the French Confts 
on the Channel, landing fometimes in one Place, and 
fomcetimes in another, as would annoy the French 
more than an Army in Flanders can do, except 
they could break thro’ into France, of which there's 
but {mall Appeafance yet; and, by this Mcans 
there’s more Probability of effecting it ; for it wonld 
oblige the French King either to recal Part, of his 
Troops from Flanders, or to bring down his Ban 
and Arrear-ban for Defence.of his Coafls ; and ‘tis 
well enough known, that befides their not being 
equal to difciplin’d Troops, they are more burden- 
fome and ruinous to thofe Countrics whee they 





come, than any other ee whatever. Befides 
nd Force on Board, 
would 


ho Reafon why thofe Meafures fhould not be al- 


fo of Opimon,that a good Squadron of Men of Wat; 
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would fo harrafs the French. by continual Marches, 
and mightravage their Coalts, from Time to Time, 
before the French Troops can come up, fo asto 
off Booty enough, perhaps, to bear the Charge ut 
the Expedition; or if th 
it would put the French te an intolerable Charge 
and Trouble; and it might fave us a great deal, 
{ince oar Men on Board would {pend ont own Pro- 
du&, and by Confequence, make that Money cir- 
culate among us at Home, which is now {pent A- 
broad for Provifions, Ammunition; Cc, to our 
Lind Troops and Marines in foreign Parts. To 
me alfo, tis plain, twould make the French unca- 
pible of invading the Frontiers of our Allies, the 
Duch, fo there be but a tolerable Army in the WVe- 
therlaads to defend them. 

Country-m. ¥ know, Mafter, all this will be ridi- 
cul'd by fome People, as a meer Villon. . 

Obj. \can’t help that, Roger, nor do I regard tt, 
fince I am not alone in my Opinion, and have not 
only out Hiltory on my Side,as I have plainly prov'd 
to you, but have the Judgment of fome of the Great- 
eit Men cver England bred, forme, fuch as Sir 
Walter Rawleizh, Six William Temple, and Shentt Be- 
th:l, Cc. belides thofe already mention’d. And 
here, Roger, 1 mult take Notice, by the Way, that 
Sir Wa ter and Mr. Bethel were ot the fame Opinion 
with me, as to the Frugality of the Government 
we have been difcourfing of tor fome Time. Their 
Words are, “ That taking away all {uperfluous 
“ Charges and Expences -- by lefiening the Fees, 
“ Allowances, and Wages of Minifters of little 
“ Neceflity, as alfo of Penfions, Rewards, and 
‘© Donaries, was a laudable Parfimony usd by the 
“ Romans, and otlier well-govern’d States. 

Country-m. But, Matter, ‘twill be objected, that 
we have not Ships of War enough to do what 
you propofe in the Channel, and affit King Charles 
tov. 

Obf. I believe no Man, who duly confidets the 
Naval Force of England and Holland, Roger, will 
be of that Mind. I fhould rather have look’d for 
an Objeétion from want of Money ; and if it had 
been made, the two Houfes of Parliament now 
fitiing, are molt capable of giving an Anfwer to 
it, as they are to judge of the Reafonablenefs of 
what may be propos’d by us or others, towards a 
Speedy humbling of France. Befides, Roger, 1 hum- 
bly conceive, that my Opinion 1s fupported by 
the Addrefs of the Right Honourable the Lords 
Spiritual and Temporal to her Majefty, the 31ft 
ot Adarch, 1704. wherein their Lordfhips take it 
forsgranted, page 6. that we had a fufficient Naval 
Forcesto guard our Coaft and Trade, tho’ there fhould be 
Pr Necofiam of fending a Fleet into the Mediterranean ; 
for we are not to think their Lordihips would ad- 
drefs her Majefty to perform what was impoffible. 
‘Fherefore, Roger, having fo good Authority on 
iny fide, I care not who.laughs at me, for think- 
ing, that the Force which is faffcient to guard our 
Coaft and Trade, may with a {mall Addition, be 
capable of ravaging the French Coafts, and haraf- 
jing their Troops too.. Befides, Reger, I fee no 
Reafon why the Expence we are at In maintaining 
Land-Forces to aflit King Charles, may not be 
feflen’d, im order to our doing it more effectually 
by Sea, mee | fince, in the Dai/ly-Courant of the 
ad Initant, we have an Account from the Hague 
of the 6th, §, N. “ That as ‘twas. difcours'd and 
‘¢ acknowledg’d there to be woiy difficult, if not 
““impoflible for Great Britain Holland to fend 
‘¢ futhicient Saccours to King Charles by long Sea ; 
“ {9 the Advantages gain‘’d laft Year by the Re- 
<¢ duétion of the Kingdom of Waples, feem natu- 
“rally capable of being umprovd, to the faccour- 
‘ sing King Charles efiectually, by Imperial Troo 
« trom Fraly ; which they think may be done wi 
“ no great Difficulty, by fending a Naval Forc¢ 
‘-into the» Adediterrancan, to keep open the 
‘Smunication of 4a'> with Catalonia; which 


bring |. 


cou'dmot do-that» yet} 





«. Man can pretend to be a Thing of any Digg,” 
TY; and by furnuhing Prince Exgene with the : 
ie 250000 Pounds#tent to the Emporer, for jj. 
y3 by England ; with neceflary Sums to fill Up th. 
Pas s Regiments.in “aly, where he hee 
7 panysas if compleatéd to the Numbers that fang 
7° the Eftabluhmeht, would amount to abo, 
g0000 Men, and tranfpoft them’ to Caralonig be 
‘Means of a Fleet, Cc. J 
Add to this, Roger, what we have from th P.. 
amble, to the State of War, deliver’d by the ¢ eh 
eil of State to the States General, in the Poft-may, 07 
December 6. viz. “* That the Kingdom of Naple, 
“ and other Dominions in Lay, reduc’d by i}, 
. Houle of Aufria, are fo powerful in themiclye. 
"as it has formerly appear'd, that thro’ a goo, 
2 Government, and fiugal Adminittration, they 
“may be put in a Condition to maintain-a grey 
Number of Troops and Gailies for the Service of 
the common Cauie. 





Advertifements. 
Juft publifh’d, : 

4 Remarks on the reprinted Tryal of Henry Cornith 
Ef; for confpiring the Death of King Charles the IL.&- 
on Pretence of fetting the Fact ina true Light. Where. 
in the real Caufesof that Gentleman’s being put to Death, 
are made evident from Tryals publifh’d by Authority, In 
Anfwer to the Slanders caft upon the Memory of the faid 
Mr. Cornifh, and thofe who join’d him, in Defence of the 
Rights cf the Citizens of London, and of the Englih 
Conititution, With an Account of the Contradiétions in 
the Evidence, and of the pretended Ryot at Guildhall, a 
bout the Election of Sheriffs, in 1682. with the Naines 
of the Grand and Petty Juries that were empannell’d for 
the Tryal of the Alderman for his Life ; of the Jury that 
found him and other worthy Citizens, guilty of'a Ryot: 
and of the Sums they were fin’d in of the Perfons who 
kept fix Aldermen, and many of the Citizensout of Guild- 
hall, by Military Force ; of the Grand and Petty Juries 
againitmy Lord Ruffel; and of Colonel Sidney’s jury ; 
with Part of fome Informations, taken upon Oath by a 
Committee of the Houfe of Lords, who enquir’d into the 
Advifers and Profecutors in the Tryals of the Lord Ruf 
fel, Colonel Sidney , Sir Thomas Armftrong, Mr. Cornith 
&c. Sold by B. Bragge in Pater-Nofter-Row. Price 6 d. 

Books juft publith’d, all fold by B. Bragge. 

] The Works of Mr. T. Brown, Serious, Moral, and 
Comical, in Profe and Verfe, in 3 Vol. with a Char- 
ter of Mr. Brown, by Dr. Drake. The Works of Sit 
Charles Sidley, Bar. The Amoursof the Court of Eng- 
land, viz, K. Charles the II. D. of Monmouth, D. of 
Buckingham, L. Gray, E. of Argile. By the Author of 
the Lady’s Travels. Sir Willtm Cavendifh’s Memoirs of 
Cardinal Wolfey. The Picture of a Favourite, in the fe- 
cret Memoirs of the E. of Leicefter. Printed froman old 
M.S. publith’d by Dr. Drake. The Memoirs of the E. 
of Warwick. By the Author.of the Lady’s Travels, and 
Court of England. The happy Pair; or, a Poem on 
ara ap bape) 4 the E. of Douglas. The 

ew-Year’s-Gift for Barchelors; or, a Co 
koldom. A Poem. Price6d. ~~ eit 

4 Lofton Tuefilay Night, the oth of Dec. 1707. two 
Policies, each one hundred Pounds, upon the not taking 
of Lerida or Tortofa in October laft, one No.273, the o- 
ther No. 364, with fome other loofe Papers of no Value 
but to the Owner ;_ whoever brings them to Mr. Noah 
Houffay’s Office in Exchange-Alley, Cornhill, fhall have 
ten Shillings Reward. ! 

A Phyfician of Eminence and great Pra¢tice in Ve- 
nereal Difeafes, in compaffion to fuch who are diftem- 
per’d, and either through Ignorance or Indigence,negle¢t 
timely Care, or fall into unfkilful Hands for Cure, has 
thonght fit to offer fome gentle purging Pills, to be pur- 
chas’d at a finall Price, which alone (without Hinde- 
rance of Bufinefs, or_other Inconveniency, and ufually 
in 10 or 12 Days time) fafely and compleatly cure any 
Gonorrhea, or Running of the Reins, with Heat and 
Sharpnefs of Urin, and alfo fuch as are il] cur’d, they 
clear of any Relicks of the faid Difeafe. To be had at the 
Water-man’s-Arms behind Old Round-Court, in the 
Strand, at 3s. a Box, containing fix Dofes, feal’d up, 





with printed Direétions for thei: Ufe, and will be deli+ 
ver’d to any . , 





' LONDON, Printed for the Uleof the Widow of the late Author, Joux Tercurs, 

















